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Severe Weather Worksheet


Name:

Thunderstorms: 

Use your notes to answer these Questions.
1. For each of the following, state the stage of a thunderstorm in which they belong:

a. ____Warm air rises rapidly to form a cumulus cloud

b. ____An updraft pulls in more air from below

c. ____Ice crystals fall from the top of the cloud creating a down draft
d. ____Static electricity can cause lightning

e. ____The supply of warm air is cut off when the down drafts overtake the updraft
f. ____Rain continues until the moisture runs out
2. Draw a diagram of a thunderstorm in stage 2 (mature stage).  Be sure to label the following parts on your diagram: 
i) Downdraft

ii) Updraft

iii) Anvil

iv) Rain

Tornado Questions

Use the tornadoes handout and your notes to answer these questions.
1. Tornadoes are formed from…..

2. How do tornadoes begin?

3. What causes rising air to rotate vertically?  What is this column of air called?

4. In what region of a cloud does a tornado develop?  What type of radar can ‘see’ this happening?

5. List the best rooms to be in when a tornado strikes.

6. You are driving and see a funnel cloud approaching.  What should you do??

7. Why shouldn’t you take cover by or under and overpass?  What are some of the other dangers aside from high winds?

8. What is the scale used to measure tornadoes called?

Hurricane Questions
Use the hurricanes handout and your notes to answer these questions.

1. Hurricanes develop first as a __________________________.  The developing hurricane gets its energy from where, at what temperature?
2. What is the stage of development called when several storms merge together? How are the moved, and in which direction?

3. What causes the ‘wave’ to grow?  How does it get its spin?

4. Describe what a tropical depression is?

5. Using the last slide, describe the different components of a Hurricane.

6. What is a storm surge?

